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RELEASE NO. 89-126 , September 11, 1989

PARTNERSHIP WILL PRESERVE THE PAST

The Apollo Lunar Excursion Module Slmulator (LEMS), used to help traln every astronaut
who sel foot on the moon, will be carefully transported from NASA's Langley Research Center
{LaRC), Hamptcan,_ lo the New Horizons Technical Cenler {NHTC), Friday morning, September -
15.

At New Horizons, studenls will restore the historic landmark and prepare it for display in
the proposed Virginia Alr and Space Cenler in downlown Hampton.

The NHIC will perform the work in partnership with NASA-LaRC, the National Historic
Landmarks Commission and the Virginia Alr and Space Center.

"We think of space as the future, but now we have to think about preserving the past in
space," said NHTC Direclor Dr. Ralph W. Johnson, referring 1o the four-way partnership that
will preserve the lunar module.

The module was par of the Langley Lunar Landing Research Facility, an essential facitity
that allowed NASA 1o train Apolle astronauts to fly in a simulaled lunar environment. Nell
Armstrong, Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin and 22 other astronauls used the facility to praclice piloting
problems they would encounter in the last 150 feet of descent to the surface of the moon. The
tacifity was built in LaRC in 1965.

-nore-



RELEASE NO. 89-128 2
in 1985, the LEMS and the lunar landing facility were designated National Historic
Landmarks by the National Parks Service.
Alter refurbishment, the lunar lander will be the cornerstone exhibit of the new Virginia
Alr and Space Center to open In 1992.
"While refurbishing,” stated Principal Dr, Palrick M. Konopnickl, "the studenis will learn

the engineering design and construction principles of the 'Lander” from aciual englneers and

technicians who worked on the project.”

Additionally, the students will ba working from orlginal blueprints and photographs,

A restoratlon advisory commiites made up of past and presenl NASA employees assoclated
with the LEMS, along with a liaison officer from the Virginia Air and Space Center, will overses
and monitor the resloration process which shouid lake about two years. The NHT_C will also
form an "advisory committes which will iﬁieracl with Ihé NASA commitige.

In 1984, NASA oflicially adopted the NHTC as a parl of President Reagan's "Adopt-a-school-
program.”,

"We really stress the partnership,” Konopnicki sald. *It's a natural outgrowth of tha
relationship we have with NASA. This projact has had a positive effect on the school climate, not
only on the students but tha teachers as well. We've had them both ask: 'When Is it coming?™

“We gel 1o use it as an incentive,” Johnson sald, “Only our best students will work on it. We
view it as an academic tool, an incentive tool, and a recruitment lool. After al, there is this
sense of history aboul it."

Located at 320 Butler Farm Road in Hampton, NHTC serves students from six area school
districts and 14 high schoofs. In addition o offering regional vocational lachnical courses, New
Horizons was designaled as one of the state's four Governor's schools for gifted science studants.
The location of NHTC near NASA “has been as asset for both students and facully at the center,”

staled Konopnickl. “The partnership provides New Horlzons sludenis wilh chalienging state-of.

-mora-



RELEASE NO. 83-128 '3
the-art experlences through association with NASA sclentists, engineers and technicians. These

experiences span the educational spactrum, Including both gifled and vocational-technical

programs."

EDITORS NOTE: The Lunar Excursion Module Simulator will be transported by flaibed truck
from outside the LaRC hangar annex (Building 1244) 1o the New Horizons Technical Center
sometime belween 8 a.m. and noon Fiiday, September 15. Phone Dr. Ralph Johnson at {804)
766-0000, Dr. Patrick Konopnicki at (804) 766-1100, or Allan C. Hanrahan at (804) 864-
2762 for details regarding this unusual photo opportunity.

-and-
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But hy 1970, the spice race was
over and the LIEMS was retired nnd
pat on display outdoors al the pianl
paniry,

IL sat rustigs in the woathiop {or
M years until linally being put in
storage this spring,

“My guess is il looked so shabiw
thal they dida’t want pesple coming
arcund looidng ol it for the Apulto
20 anniversiry, so they hid U in
the shed,” suid researel pitel oo
H. Person Jr, who tested U LicKES
betore: he patronaats, - :

“I'monot sure Howas over red,
reab shiny dnyway, 1owag thways
covered with sileam and  pergide
coe Sons wonder # corroded "

In tus he Fankyy where  the
LEMS flew was dusipnaded as o na-
Gonal historieal monument. Fhe Ve
iete sel i considered wr neeessn.
Y,ome MY prolected by the smne
desipnation.

Last year, o plan bepan formimgs
to proserve the Ly, tHhanpion
winted the et e il senbiious
downlown Viepimda A aud Sprwn
Conter, now minder conat riction.

NASA-Lanpley had dinked  with
New Hortzons in 19810 ander the fex)-
eral “Adogt-i Sehool” prepam, of-
leving nmentorships to Hhe shirdesds
there, and ey decided t deeyen
the ties, Langliy, the Fanprun -

Woibinbssudisans oy S i i di

i i ki fi,
sern and New  Horizons Stthrag
uently formed o partiership wit)’{
the Virginia Division of Higtorie B
sutrees o oversee the restoradiog;,
of the LEMS, TNy
On Friday, e LICMS was Blfied.,
oul of stovuge, its leps unbolted and -
the pale junble of pipes trucked
ithowt four miles (o New Horizous, -
New Hovivons, o voealional cent
Ler, traing almost 700 stindents from
high schiools ol over the Peninsuin,
bul anly aloul 150 will get Lo work -
ot Ehe LIRS, e
“The pguys selected for (his wilt”
hive twice the work 1o do” sajy
atte budy shop instructsr Toerey 42,
Sinith, )

3t

Pheyre still poinge 1o be duing |
TR s
BMost ol the restoralion will i,
volve sanding gnd painting, skiljs
smith s alveady Oving Lo dovedog,
"AHL IS s busch of Bttle ol
rolled indo gne bip Job he sajd. L

;
The project haw Lo e Gnished b
iz, when Hie smiseon s slided 1,
vpen. NASA will provide oriphy,,
bucprinis s specifteaiions, und
sehool officials e apthmistic abows +
necting thie deadiing, :

“We just jusiped al the chanee g’p::‘
thy this” Juhoson siid “The ste
dents will he working with picee of
history, which is soretiing they'v -
never dealt with. Five hundye .,
years brom wow, vure lilide P!,
wit be on o there o posierilyi o
Sake”
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mplifying the highest
wards of service to the

ilic, refleeting credit on the
er civil service,”

At Langley Research
iter, Petersen directs the
mautical and space pro-
ns, atl lacilitics, personnel
administration of the first
maatical research laboratory
hEishcd}bv
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f g\ey Research
fo Lan
He
SED | N
y olume 1, Issue o
o tei-wee gmployee. 2
AN

ofegical superiarity at g
iley colloquium Tuesday,
ber 10, at 2 pom’ inthe

=. Reid Conference Center,
Jing 1222,

His book has been praiscd
1 of the most significant of
ime, Prestowitz argues that
rmnent poticies of Japan
he United States, rather
management practices or
1duat excellence, have been
win factors in the loss of
leadership in semiconduc-
machine tools, computer
5, automobiles and comput-

According to Prestowitz,
Vs latest technology drives
de advanced materials,
ift and space. Tn Japan, the
rrement fosters technology
differently than in the
'd States. For example, the
mment, rather than indus-
ndertakes the risk of invest-
. H also makes interest and
y rates low for industry and
for consumers,

Prestowitz is a senior
iate for the Camegice
wment for Intcrmational
.. Previously he was
clor on lapancse affairs o
weretary of Commerce,

PRI I PR G st s
ol the Laser Heterodyne Spee-
trometer Experiment, and assis-
tant chicl and chief of the Flight
Elcctronics Division.

Prov e began fus lederad
carcer at Langley in 1955 as an
acronautical research imern. Af-
ter serving in the U.S. Air Force,
he returned 1o Langley in 1958

vl Sl execulives may reecve
the rank of Distinguished
Executive and only five percent
may be named Merttorious
Executive,

The Apollo Lunar Excur-
sion Module Simulator (LEMS),
uscd to help train every astronaut
who set foot on the moon, has
been transported to the New
Horizons Technical Center
{NHTC) in Hampton. At New
Horizons, students will restore
the historic landmark and
prepare it for display in the
Virginia Air and Space Center in
downiown Hampton,

The NHTC will perform
the work in partnership with
Langley, the National Historic
Landmarks Commission and the
Virginia Air and Space Center,

"We think of space as the
fture, but now we have to think
about preserving the past in
space, " said NHTC Director Dr.
Ralph W, Johnson, rcferring to
the four-way partnership that
will preserve the lunar module.

The module was part of
the Lunar Landing Research
Facility, a unique resource that
allowed NASA to train Apollo
astronauts to fly in a simulated
lunar environment. Neil
Armstrong, Edwin "Buzz”
Aldrin and 22 other astronauts
used the facility to practice
piloting problems they would
encounter in the last 150 {ect of
descent 1o the surface of the
mooa,

Jeremiah F, Creedon

"While refurbishing

stated Principal Dr. Patrick M.
Konopnicki, "the students witl
lcarn the engincering design and

construction principles of the

W. Ray Houk

rartnership Will Preserve the Past s ausc tvan

‘Lander from actial engincers
and wechnicians who worked on
the project. The students will be.
working from original blueprints
ardl photographs.

A crane lifts the Apolie Lunar Excursion Module Simutator (LEMS) in
preparation for its meve to the New Horlzons Techunical Center for
refurbishment. The national landmark will be displayed focally.




